MILITARY    REVOLT   OF   COMMUNIST   PARTY

3.  A promise on the part of the National Council of

Defence to try offences without any kind of prejudice.

4.  The substitution and relief of all commanders and

commissars,   in   whatever  way,   and  by  whatever
proceeding, the Council thinks best.

5.  The National Council of Defence will set at liberty all

arrested members of the Communist Party who have
committed no crime.

6.  The National Council of Defence, once this matter is

settled, will agree to listen to members of the Com-
munist Party.

General Headquarters, 12th March, 1939.

Councillor for National Defence.

Segismundo Casado.

The Communist Party replied to this in the following
way:

"There has been fighting for six days in Madrid and the
Communist Party thinks that to prolong the struggle
would cause terrible harm to the country. For this reason
it has decided to use its influence so that there shall be
cessation of firing, remembering our supreme duty to
unite all possible forces for the war against invaders, in
view of the imminent enemy offensive on one or another of
our fronts, and taking it into consideration that Negrin's
Government has found it best to leave Spain.

"The Communist Party, which has never for a moment
done anything, or had intentions, which fall outside a
political line that is sufficiently well-known and invariably
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